
With the IRS Streamlined Procedure, say goodbye to 
overdue tax returns, late fees, and penalties!

Darryl Albuquerque heads up our Streamlined Procedure team. 
Since 2015 they've filed over 3,000 Streamlined cases with a 100% 
acceptance rate.

Watch Darryl answering common questions during an interview 
about the Streamlined Tax Amnesty program.about the Streamlined Tax Amnesty program.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

WATCH DARRYL'S INTERVIEW

........................................

...................

...................

STREAMLINED TAX 
AMNESTY PROGRAM

GUIDE

1
2
The official program name is the IRS Streamlined Offshore Filing Procedure or IRS Streamlined Procedure. 
It’s commonly known as the IRS Streamlined Tax “Amnesty” program because, in reality, that’s what it is… 
an Amnesty program to help US citizens and Green Card holders catch up on their US tax returns without
the fear of fines and penalties. It is a temporary program that’s been running since 2014.

It’s mostly used by American citizens living abroad that didn’t know they had to file U.S. tax returns each year, 
and have therefore fallen behind more than 30 years!

WHAT IS IT ABOUT?

The easiest way to catch up on your U.S. taxes.

https://www.expattaxonline.com/explaining-the-streamlined-tax-amnesty-program/


Along with the 3 years of tax returns, we’re filing FBARs for 2015 through to 2021. This
includes reporting your non-US bank accounts, retirement and securities accounts to the IRS.

We must report information such the name of the bank and the highest balance 
during the year among other details. 

The Streamlined Certification is basically a letter to the IRS explaining why you 
haven’t been filing which we’ll take care of for you.

Many people worry about this part the most, and some tax firms leave clients to deal with this part on Many people worry about this part the most, and some tax firms leave clients to deal with this part on 
their own! Not at Expat Tax Online… our clients simply tell us in their own words and we take care of the rest. 

By using this amnesty program, you can forget about previous years, the IRS promises not to look back 
any further than 2019 as long as you promise to keep filing each year going forward. On top of that, the 

IRS promise no fines and no penalties! 
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Filing your US taxes late or failing to report FBARs can subject you to many penalties. The main reason 
why the Streamlined Tax Amnesty Program is so popular is that it absolves you from any fees and 
penalties related to late filings and payments. Also, you only have to file the last 3 years of tax returns, 
even if you haven’t filed for 20 years! Once you’ve completed the program, you’ll be completely tax 
compliant with the IRS.

Simple tax situations can create big penalties! Here’s an example…

Michelle works as a Teacher in the United Kingdom earning £38,000 per year. Michelle’s employer Michelle works as a Teacher in the United Kingdom earning £38,000 per year. Michelle’s employer 
contributes £1,500 every year to her UK pension. Michelle also decides to add a further £2,000 per year 
to her pension, because that reduces her UK tax and it’s a smart way to save for retirement.

After 10 years of working in the UK, Michelle discovers she should have been filing US tax returns. 
She decides to go it alone and simply file the last 3 years of tax returns herself. A few months after filing,
Michelle receives 3 penalties from the IRS at $10,000 each. 

What happened?

Michelle did the right thing in terms of filing IRS Tax Forms 3520 and 3520-A for her pension contributions. Michelle did the right thing in terms of filing IRS Tax Forms 3520 and 3520-A for her pension contributions. 
The filing deadline for Form 3520-A is March 15 each year. Michelle filed them late. The late filing penalty 
is $10,000.

If Michelle had used the IRS Streamlined Amnesty Program… she wouldn’t have received any penalties. 

This is just one example and there are many more.  

Can a married couple file under the Streamlined Amnesty Program together?

Yes, married couples can file for a joint Streamlined procedure, provided that they file together and the 
spouse has a valid Social Security Number or ITIN. The standard fee will apply whether there are one or
two people on the tax return. We don’t charge any additional fee to add a spouse to a tax return. 

Also, if you have dependent children, check if you’re eligible for the Child Tax Credit Refund.

WHY CAN’T I JUST SIMPLY 
FILE MY OVERDUE TAX RETURNS?
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The program was originally intended for individual taxpayers who were considered to be “low risk” or had 
minimal returns to be filed. This excluded a lot of expats which, in turn, did not resolve the problem at 
hand. Fortunately, the IRS expanded its scope in 2014, paving way for more taxpayers to have access to 
the program.

You can use the Streamlined Tax Amnesty program if you;

 Are a US Taxpayer, residing outside the United States.
 Are working as an employee or self-employed.
 Own a company outside of the United States.
 Have any non-US financial accounts, such as bank account in your local country.
 Weren’t aware that you needed to file US Taxes while abroad in the first place.

HOW DO I QUALIFY?

MORE FAQs ABOUT THE PROGRAM

https://expattaxonline.com/child-tax-credit-calculator/


GET A QUOTE OR BOOK A CALLBACK

GET A DISCOUNTED QUOTE

www.expattaxonline.com

We consistently get 5-star reviews due to our quality service.

-----

Ready to be tax compliant? 
Our dedicated client coordinators can help.

BOOK A CALLBACK

Didn’t find your answer? 
Book your free callback now!

Ready to get started? Feel free to contact us.

Can I still use the streamlined tax amnesty if I’m planning to move back or have already moved back 
to the US?

If you have lived at least one year abroad out of the last three years, you can use the US Domestic 
Streamlined Procedure made for taxpayers who have failed to meet the residency requirement. This is 
a separate program and some of the benefits are different compared to Offshore Streamlined program.
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My tax returns are updated but I have not filed FBARs for all my non-US accounts, what should I do?

The filing options will depend on whether or not you have non-reported interest from these bank accounts
or if you have other reporting requirements. If you have reported these returns, you may file the FBARs 
using the Delinquent FBAR Submission Procedure. If they are unreported, however, you have to file 
through the Streamlined Foreign Offshore Procedure.

............

My tax returns are filed, but I did not file a 5471 for my foreign corporation, what should I do?

Use the Streamlined Amnesty program, we’ll refile your returns correctly, including the correct paperwork 
and forms for your Company or Partnership.

Read more about 5471.

............

What’s the process and tax amnesty timeline?

 We start by asking you to complete our IRS Streamlined Questionnaire.

 You’ll be contacted by our Client Services Team. They will confirm the fee if we haven’t already done so.

 We’ll assess your information and let you know what documents to provide.

 Upload your documents, then sit back and leave the hard work to us. Your Streamlined tax return package 
    will be ready in approximately 20-25 working days. Complex returns can take longer.

............

https://www.expattaxonline.com/5471-filing-requirements/
https://www.expattaxonline.com/2021_streamlined_tax_questionnaire/
https://www.expattaxonline.com/streamlined-quote/
https://www.expattaxonline.com/#acc-sa9z19-0
https://www.trustpilot.com/review/expattaxonline.com
https://www.feefo.com/en-US/reviews/expat-tax-online
https://www.expattaxonline.com/
https://www.facebook.com/expattaxonline/
http://m.me/expattaxonline
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?phone=447712624228&text=
https://www.linkedin.com/company/expat-tax-online
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